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789

In his days came the first three ships of the Northmen from Horthaland. The reeve
rode there and meant to force them to the King’s dwelling, because he did not know
what they were; and then he was killed. These were the first ships of the Danish to
seek out the land of the English.

793

This year came dreadful fore-warnings over the land of the Northumbrians, terrifying
the people most woefully: these were immense sheets of light rushing through the
air, and
whirlwinds, and fiery, dragons flying across the firmament. These tremendous
tokens were soon followed by a great famine: and not long after, on the sixth day
before the ides of January in the same year, the harrowing inroads of heathen men
made lamentable havoc in the church of God in Holy-island, by rapine and slaughter

794

the heathen armies spread devastation among the Northumbrians, and plundered
the monastery of King Everth at the mouth of the Wear. There, however, some of
their leaders were slain; and some of their ships also were shattered to pieces by
the violence of the weather; many of the crew were drowned; and some, who
escaped alive to the shore, were
soon dispatched at the mouth of the river.

835

This year heathen men overran the Isle of Shepey.

836

This year fought King Egbert with thirty-five pirates at Charmouth, where a great
slaughter was made, and the Danes remained masters of the field.

838

This year came a great naval armament into West-Wales,
where they were joined by the people, who commenced war against
Egbert, the West-Saxon king. When he heard this, he proceeded with his army
against them and fought with them at Hengeston, where he put to flight both the
Welsh and the Danes.

840

This year Alderman Wulfherd fought at Hamton with thirty-three pirates, and after
great slaughter obtained the victory, but he died the same year. Alderman Ethelhelm
also,
with the men of Dorsetshire, fought with the Danish army in Portland-isle, and for a
good while put them to flight; but in the end the Danes became masters of the field,
and slew the
alderman.

841

This year Alderman Herbert was slain by the heathens, and many men with him,
among the Marshlanders. The same year, afterwards, in Lindsey, East-Anglia, and
Kent, were many men
slain by the army.

842

This year there was great slaughter in London, Canterbury, and Rochester

843

This year King Ethelwulf fought at Charmouth with thirty-five ship's-crews, and the
Danes remained masters of the place. (looks like a duplicate of 836)

845

This year Alderman Eanwulf, with the men of Somersetshire, and Bishop Ealstan,
and Alderman Osric, with the men of Dorsetshire, fought at the mouth of the Parret
with the
Danish army; and there, after making a great slaughter, obtained the victory.

851

This year Alderman Ceorl, with the men of Devonshire, fought the heathen army at
Wemburg, and after making great slaughter obtained the victory. The same year
King Athelstan and Alderman Elchere fought in their ships, and slew a large army at
Sandwich in Kent, taking nine ships and dispersing the rest. The heathens now for
the first time remained over winter in the Isle of Thanet. The same year came three
hundred and fifty ships into the mouth of the Thames; the crew of which went upon
land, and stormed Canterbury and London; putting to flight Bertulf, king of the
Mercians, with his army; and then marched southward over the Thames into Surrey.
Here Ethelwulf and his son Ethelbald, at the head of the West-Saxon army, fought
with them at Ockley, and made the greatest slaughter of the heathen army that we
have ever heard reported to this present day. There also they obtained the victory.

853

Elchere with the men of Kent, and Huda with the men of Surrey, fought in the Isle
of Thanet with the heathen army, and soon obtained the victory; but there were
many men slain and drowned on either hand, and both the aldermen killed

854

This year the heathen men (34) for the first time remained over winter in the Isle of
Sheppey.

860

In his days came a large naval force up into the country, and stormed Winchester.
But Alderman Osric, with the command of Hampshire, and Alderman Ethelwulf, with
the command of Berkshire, fought against the enemy, and putting them to flight,
made themselves masters of the field of battle.

865

This year sat the heathen army in the isle of Thanet, and made peace with the men
of Kent, who promised money therewith; but under the security of peace, and the
promise of money, the army in the night stole up the country, and overran all Kent

eastward.
866

This year Ethelred, (35) brother of Ethelbert, took to the West-Saxon government;
and the same year came a large heathen army into England, and fixed their winterquarters in East-Anglia, where they were soon horsed; and the inhabitants made
peace with them.

