
110 Fire and Sword 

In 1354 - 1355 Edward and his court wavered between optimism that a negotiated settlement was within 
their grasp - and determination to continue to prosecute the war. The Treaty of Guines looked to have given 
Edward more than he could have hoped for - Aquitaine, Anjou and Calais in return for peace and the 
renunciation of his claims. But in the end it was to be war again. The Black Prince started things off with the 
Great Chevaucee.  

The Great Chevaucee 

The Black Prince gained his first independent command, appointed by his father to the province of 
Gascony. He was to spend much of his life there, and his son and heir would be born in Bordeaux. His first 
campaign showed that the early promise of Crecy was to be fulfilled - a daring raid across southern France 
right across to the Mediterranean, while the French watched incapable of stopping him.  

The Chevaucee gained no territory. But it exposed the weakness of French arms; it took the wealth of the 
south away from King John while they rebuilt their defences, and established a fearsome reputation for the 
Prince.   

     

               The Black Prince                                                 Charles of Navarre                                John the 
Good 

 



King David II of Scotland 

 

Detail from 15th-century painting by Gentile da Fabriano,  

Showing curb bits, with ornamental bosses at the sides of the mouthpiece. 

From Wiki. 



 

110a Shakespeare by David McLain 

I agree that it's a bit out of phase but you don't look a gift horse in the mouth. David McClain here gives us 
all a fascinating hour on some hack called William Shakespeare who wrote some plays in the 16th/17th 
Century.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

111 Poitiers 

1356 saw one of the greatest exchanges of arms of the war. Early in the year, the Duke of Lancaster 
attacked into Normandy and with lightening marches ran rings round the French King. Then in the south the 
Black Prince attacked into the Poitou, seeking to link up with Lancaster on a march towards Paris. The 
campaign would end of the field of Poitiers as once again an English army faced a much bigger French 
opponent.  

 

Battle of Poitiers 1356 

     



                Thomas de Beauchamp                               Arms of Ufford                                John of Gaunt  

    

                                                                                               The capture of Jean Le Bon 

 

 



*******Battle maps on the website******* 

 

 



 

112 On the Crest of a Wave 

After the victory at Poitiers and capture of the French King, the English seemed to hold all the cards, and 
the Treaty of Bretigny in 1360 for a while maintained this illusion. Edward basked in his glories, and made 
sure he had provided for his three eldest sons - Edward, Lionel and John.  

The treaty of Bretigny, 1360 

With the consistent refusal by the Dauphin to ratify the treaties of London drawn up by John and Edward, in 
1360, Edward launched his last major invasion of France. He planned to crown himself king of France in 
the ancient city of Rheims.  

The campaign was not a success - it rained and rained, the walls of Rheims were too strong for Edward to 
overcome, and he was reduced to an extended raid. Equally, the Dauphin Charles was impotent in the face 
of the supremacy of English arms, and could do nothing to remove him.  



 

Map from http://www.maisonstclaire.org/ 

 



                 

   Lionel                                                                           Arms of De Burgh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



113 Fashions and Clothing in the 14th Century 

Fashion finally comes to town in the 14th Century. At the start of the century people are wearing what 
they've been wearing for centuries. By the end of it there are a wide variety of styles people may choose. At 
the same time, Edward tries to keep everyone in their traditional roles through the Sumptuary Law of 1363.  

http://historyofeuropeanfashion.wordpress.com/ 

The Sumptuary Law 1363 

Introductory preamble 

The preamble to the Statute is briefer than the outraged start to the 1574 act, but makes its point: 

Also, for the outrageous and excessive apparel of divers people against their estate and degree, to the great 
destruction and impoverishment of all the land… 

There’s a little bit about food: 

…it is ordained that grooms, as well as servants of lords as they of mysteries  and artificers, shall be served to eat and 
drink once a day of flesh or fish, and the remnant of other victuals, as of milk, butter, and cheese, and other such 
victuals, according to their estate. 

But mainly it’s about clothes. Here are some example paragraphs: 

Also, that people of handicraft and yeomen, shall neither take nor wear cloth of a higher price for their vesture or 
hosing than within forty shillings the whole cloth by way of buying, nor otherwise; nor stone, nor cloth of silk nor of 
silver, nor girdle, knife, button, ring, garter, nor ouche [a jewel] ribbon, chain, nor any such other things of gold or of 
silver, nor any manner of apparel embroidered, enamelled, nor of silk in any way; and that their wives, daughters, and 
children be of the same condition in their vesture and apparel; and that they wear no veil of silk, but only of yarn made 
within the realm, nor any manner of fur, nor of budge,2 but only lamb, coney, cat, and fox. 

Also, that esquires and all manner of gentlemen under the estate of a knight which have not land or rent to the value 
of £100 a year shall not take nor wear cloth for their clothing or hose of a higher price than within the price of 4 marks 
the whole cloth, by way of buying or otherwise. . . and that their wives, daughters, and children be of the same 
condition. . . . But that esquires, which have land or rent to the value of 200 marks a year and above may take and 
wear cloths of the price of 5 marks the whole cloth, and cloth of silk and silver, ribbon, girdle, and other apparel 
reasonably garnished of silver; and that their wives, daughters, and children may wear fur turned up of miniver, 
without ermine or lettice [a kind of whitish grey fur] or any manner of stone, but for their heads. 

Also, that carters, ploughmen, drivers of the plough, oxterds, cowherds, shepherds, swineherds, dairymen, and all 
other keepers of beasts, threshers of corn, and all manner of people of the estate of a groom, attending to husbandry, 
and other people that have not forty shillings of goods nor of chattels, shall not take nor wear any manner of cloth but 
blanket and russet, of wool, worth not more than 12d, and shall wear girdles of linen according to their estate; and that 
they come to eat and drink in the same manner that pertains to them, and not excessively. And it is ordained that if 
any wear or do contrary to any of the points aforesaid, that he shall forfeit to the king all the apparel that he has so 
worn against the form of his ordinance. 

  Stoat           Shoe 



So, here’s a little table, as an easy to use guide.... 

Who you are  Qualification What you can wear 
King Anointed by God Anything – push the boat out, be wild and magnificent as you 

can manage 
Magnates Lords with Lands worth 

£1,000 annually 
No restrictions 

Knights Land worth 400 marks 
annually 

Pretty much what you want, but no weasel fur, ermine or 
clothing with precious stones sewn in. 

Knights Land worth 200 marks 
annually 

Cloth worth no more than 6 marks (£4) for a whole cloth. 

No cloth of gold. No use of Miniver or ermine or clothes with 
jewels sewn in. 

Esquires Land worth £200 per 
year 

Cloth worth no more than 5 marks (£3 1/3rd ) for a whole cloth. 

No cloth of gold, but they can wear cloth of silk or silver and 
Miniver or Weasel, but no ermine or clothes with jewels sewn 
in. 

Esquires and 
Gentlemen 

Land worth £100 per 
year 

Cloth worth no more than 4 ½ marks (£3) for a whole cloth. 

No cloth of gold, silk or silver, precious fur or enamel work. 
Merchants Goods to the value of 

£1,000 
Cloth worth no more than 5 marks (£3 1/3rd ) for a whole cloth. 

No cloth of gold, but they can wear cloth of silk or silver and 
Miniver or Weasel, but no ermine or clothes with jewels sewn 
in. 

Merchants Goods to the value of 
£500 

Cloth worth no more than 4 ½ marks (£3) for a whole cloth. 

No cloth of gold, silk or silver, precious fur or enamel work. 
Yeomen and 
their families 

  Cloth worth no more than £2 for a whole cloth. 

No jewels, gold, silver, embroidery, enamelware poor silk; no 
fur except lamb, rabbit, cat or fox. Women not to wear a silk 
veil 

Servants   Cloth worth no more than 2 marks for a whole cloth. 

No jewels, gold, silver, embroidery, enamelware poor silk; no 
fur except lamb, rabbit, cat or fox. Women not to wear a veil 
worth more than 12d. 

Everyone 
working on the 
land 

Goods worth less than 
40 shilling (£2) 

No cloth except blanket and russet at 12d per ell. Belts of rope 
or linen. 



 



        

   

 



114 The Worm in the Apple 

On the face of it, the 1360's were a continuation and celebration of the great victories of the 40's and 50's. 
In 1364, Charles of Blois was defeated and killed at Auray. In 1364 John II died, to be replaced by Charles 
Vth, and in 1367 the Black Prince won a brilliant victory at Najera. But in fact the English apple had the 
worm of decay in its centre.  

The Death of King John  

  

Charles V-The Wise 

In 1364, John died in London - a bad thing for England. Now Edward no longer had the French king in his 
control, and a French king with a personal commitment to abide by the rules as defined in the Treaty of 
Bretigny. He was replaced by the Dauphin - now called Charles Vth, and to prove of a much cannier 
opponent than his father.  

Victory in Brittany, 1364 

At the Battle of Auray in 1364, Charles of Blois was killed, and Bertrand du Guesclin captured. Charles Vth 
now had no choice but to accept John de Montfort as the Duke of Brittany. On the face of it, this is great 
news. But in fact it meant that John was now much more equivocal in his support for the English; and the 
great men of Charles's court never really accepted Montfort. It was not the end of Brittany's agonies.  

The Disastrous victory - Najera, 1367 

 



The Najera campaign seemed to the Black Prince to be a simple matter of continuing the glories of Crecy 
and Poitiers. In the Spanish kingdom of Castile, the English 'ally' Pedro the Cruel was thrown out by Henry 
of Trastamara, supported by the French. Together with the Gascon lords, the Black Prince led an army into 
Castile to put Pedro back on the thrown. Pedro promised to pay, plus there'd be all those ransoms.  

Campaign was initially a complete success. The French leader, Bertrand du Guesclin, was unable to 
persuade henry Trastamara to offer battle near the town of Najera; for his part Trastamara felt he needed to 
show that he was a worthy king. The battle was a tour de force by the Black Prince. Before dawn, he led his 
troops on a flanking movement which creating chaos in the French-Spanish ranks. 

But the aftermath was a disaster. Pedro could not pay. Ransoms were far and few between. Returning to 
Aquitaine, the Black Prince now faced a bunch of unhappy Gascon lord demanding compensation, and 
soon he would realise he'd backed a loser, as Trastamara kicked Pedro out. Worst of all, the Black Prince 
picked up dysentery - and from here on was to be a shadow of his former self.  

Resumption of the war and the sack of Limoges, 1370.  

Charles Vth of France engineered the resumption of war with the Armagnac and Albret Gascon familes. 
They appealed to Charles as overlord to resolve a tax dispute with the Black Prince. By accepting the 
challenge, Charles Vth signalled the end of the treaty of Bretigny.  

                     

                                                            Guesclin                                                    The Capture of Limoges 
1370 

In 1369, Edward resumed his title as King of France. But the war went badly. No more would Charles and 
Guesclin fight on English terms. In the east of Aquitaine provinces such as the Rougerue, Quercy and 
Agenais quickly switched to the French. In the north, English raids went poorly, although the French were 
forced to abandon a planned invasion of England. 

In 1370, the Black Prince made his last effort to fight back and mounted a campaign into Poitou which had 
so far stayed loyal. The Bishop of Limoges had switched his allegiance to Charles, but as the Black Prince 
advanced the French fell back, determined not to offer battle. The Black Prince sacked Limoges.   

Froissart's chronicle accused the Black Prince of indiscriminate slaughter of Limoges's citizens. 
In fact, it seems to have been all according to the normal rules of war - Limoges after all, refused to 
surrender. But Froissart himself seemed to be recognising the horror of war at least counterbalanced the 
stories of honour and chivalry, and had more sympathy for their victims.  

"The Prince...entered the city on foot with their companies…all of them were equipped for evil and ready to 
spread out across the city killing men, women and children as they had been ordered to do. It was heart 
rending to see the inhabitants throwing themselves on the ground before the prince as he passed, crying 
out ‘mercy, noble lord, mercy’. He was so enraged he heard them not. No one listened to their appeals as 
the invaders ran through with their swords everyone they found in their way. These people had nothing to 
do with the city’s treason but paid a dearer price than the great figures that had really been responsible." 

115 The Rotten Apple 



From 1371 to 1375 the army went from bad to worse. An English fleet was destroyed at La Rochelle and 
Poitou and the Saintonge fell to the French. The great counter attack by Gaunt in 1373 was a disaster. And 
in 1374 the end of English rule in Gascony looked on the cards. The truce of Bruges in 1375 saved the 
English position - but it all looked very temporary. And back at home, Alice Perrers tightened her grip.  

 

Philippa of Hainault 

                  

                                          Charles V of France                                             Arms of The Kingdom of France 

 

 

 

 

 

116 The Good Parliament and a Bad Death 



There were no unusual expectations for the parliament of 1376. But in fact a revolt from the Commons was 
brewing, dismayed by the failures of the war. The Good Parliament set a number of precedents but John of 
Gaunt did not allow it to stand for long. And by June 1377 both the King and his son the Black Prince were 
dead.  

The Palace of Westminster 

The Palace of Westminster was a proper palace, not, like today, a custom built government building 
designed for the needs of parliament.  

 



 

 

Painted Chamber and the Lesser hall (or White Hall) have now gone, but here's what the  

Painted Chamber looked like in 1799. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



117 The Medieval Year 

The rhythm of the year would have been far more important to most medieval people that the goings on at 
Westminster and the court of the king. The stream of Christian festivals, the odd old survival from days 
pagan, the demands of the natural world - these were the things that really mattered. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

117a  The Poet and the Mistress by Carrie Palmer 



This week, a guest episode by Carrie Palmer - on Chaucer and Katherine Swynford. 

 

Chaucer 

 

Katherine Swynford as Duchess of Lancaster, after her marriage to John of Gaunt : three gold Catherine 
wheels ("roet" means "little wheel" in Old French) on a red field. The wheel emblem shows Katherine's 
devotion to her patron saint, Catherine of Alexandria, also known as Saint Catherine of the Wheel. 

  The Arms of Beaufort 

 

118 Introducing Richard II 



Richard arrived with the expectation of a nation on his shoulders - the son of the illustrious hero Edward the 
Black Prince. So what was Richard like, and how has history treated him?  

The images of Kingship 

Richard's attitude to kingship would define his role. And we have two very famous images from his reign.  

 

The first is the Wilton Diptych. This pair of portable panels was used to focus the worshipper's prayers. The 
Diptych shows Richard kneeling, receiving the blessing of Christ for his kingdom.  

 The other side. 

The second is probably from later in the reign, but shows the young Richard at his coronation. It is full 
frontal - very unusual. Previously, only images of Christ had been full frontal. 



 

Richard II 

 

 



 

A wax bust showing TB Scrofula 

 



 

 

The Doctor as Richard II  !! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

119 When Adam delved and Eve Span... 



On a hill outside Blackheath, just to the south of London, a hedge priest called John Ball is preaching to a 
massive crowd of peasants. When Adam delved and Eve span, he asked, who was then the Gentleman? 
What a great question. So why are there thousands of peasants sitting on a hill outside London?  

 

The Great Revolt, 1381 

The Peasants Revolt, or Great Revolt, probably had many causes, large and small; but two stand out. The 
first go back to the Black Death, and impact that had on England's social fabric - a dearth of unskilled 
labour that gave much greater economic power to the peasants. And yet in many areas the social elite, 
including Edward III, used their power to repress and block those changes as much as they could. The 
Peasants Revolt was at least partly a symptom of those social and economic changes. The other was 
simple - an unfair and over exacting Poll Tax, 3 groats per person, with no allowance made for the poor.  

In May 1381, the whole thing started with the refusal of the villagers of Fobbing to accept the Poll Tax. 
From there it spread through Essex and Kent, until two leaders emerged - Wat Tyler and John Ball. John 
Ball was a social and religious revolutionary. Like many social and religious revolutionaries, it's unlikely his 
story is going to have a good ending. But he popularised an immortal couplet:  

"When Adam delved and Eve span 

Who was then the gentleman?" 

By 'eck, that packs a punch! And in 1381 on a hill at Blackheath, it roused a crowd of peasants 10,000 or 
more strong as they waited for the king, 14 year old Richard II, to meet them.  



 

 

Blackheath, 13th June 1381 

The rebels had a code - they were the true commons, not those who called themselves the commons in 
Parliament. And Richard, the king, would save them from servitude.  

Richard came to meet the rebels. He had no choice - all the military strength of the nation was all over the 
place - John of Gaunt in Scotland, Thomas of Woodstock in France, Edmund of Langley at Plymouth. But 
the rebels demands were hideous - Archbishop Sudbury, Treasurer Robert Hales, John of Gaunt - they 
were traitors and must be executed, before all the English peasants were freed.  

The showdown at London Bridge 

Richard couldn't accept - and turned his barge around and returned to the Tower. The rebels were enraged 
- and swept into Southwark, sacked the place, then marched onto London Bridge to get access to London. 
The Mayor of London, William Walworth, and his militia were all that stood in the way.  

          



              English half-groat (1488-89).                         Edward III Noble                                    Richard III 
Penny 


